
                    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastoral Comments 
“ The LORD called Samuel a third time, and 
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here 
I am; you called me." Then Eli realized that the 
LORD was calling the boy.”  (1 Samuel 3:8) 
 

Our church family is very good at 
supporting one another.  Members and 
constituents alike, who have forged 
relationships through ministry and mission, 
find themselves relying upon one another in a 
variety of ways.  Spiritual support is one of the 
primary ways we serve one another.   

In 2009 the committee on lay leadership 
(COLL) plans to build upon this “nurturing 
gift” in order to further enrich members.  In 
January COLL members met and committed to 
choosing a spiritual discipline (joining a small 
group, engaging in regular prayer, etc.) that 
they will personally uphold this year.  They 
also committed to connect with other members 
of the congregation and to support them in 
whatever their particular discipline might be.  

 The importance of these spiritual 
disciplines is that they keep our faith growing 
and vital.  They are something which we can 
learn over time.  One of the biggest challenges 
we face is not to become complacent.  That is 
where the support of our church family comes 
into play.  Have you ever noticed how “saint” 
never occurs in the singular form in the New 
Testament?  Dr. Strong, dean to the school of 
Theology at SPU, notes “You cannot become a 
saint by yourself:  We become holy by 
accountability to each other.”   

As our congregation prayerfully 
endeavors to support one another in bold and 
new ways, let us each look forward to the 
moving toward a deeper relationship and union 
with God.         

   Peace and grace,   Pastor Mernie 

 
Responding to Need 

Church members and constituents have been 
involved in various mission projects in our 
community this winter season.  In response to 
President Barack Obama’s call for a National 
Day of Service on MLK Day, for example, 
Laura Kavanaugh and team painted a special 
education classroom and did some scrubbing at 
Franklin Square Elementary School.    
 

Lead the Peanut Ministry 
An opportunity to head up OO’s peanut 
ministry is open for your consideration.  
Contact the church office if you’re interested 
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Ecumenical Prayer Services 

Start the New Year at Old Otterbein 
The first Saturday of 2009 Old Otterbein UMC 
hosted the North American Academy of 
Liturgy (NAAL)’s 8:30 morning prayer service 
and 6:15 evening Epiphany prayer service.  
NAAL is an ecumenical and inter-religious 
group of liturgical scholars, who were attending 
a conference at the Hyatt.  Our sanctuary was 
filled at both services---truly a vision of hope 
and promise for the start of the new year.    
 

UMC Strength in Numbers 
Old Otterbein and Olive Branch-Good 
Shepherd are uniting for ministry and mission.  
Both congregations, which are within a few 
miles of one another are pooling resources for 
Lenten activities at Old Otterbein and are 
planning to reach out in a joint mission project 
at Olive Branch-Good Shepherd.  
 

Upcoming Events 
Feb. 14, Maryland Food Bank outreach 
 

Lent and Easter events 
Wed. Soup Supper/Discussions, 6-7pm 

              Feb. 25            March 18 
              March 4            March 25 
              March 11             April 1 (last) 

Old Otterbein UMC & Olive Branch-Good 
Shepherd UMC will be celebrating together in 

the Nelker building on these Wednesdays. 
 
April 5, Palm/Passion Sunday, 11am worship 
April 10, Good Friday Drama, 7:30pm 
April 12, Easter Sunday, 11am worship 
 
 

Young Adult Group 
Our active Young Adult group meets regularly 
for potluck suppers and fellowship in the 
Nelker building.  Their next mission outreach 
will be to help at the Maryland Food Bank 
during the day on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14.  
What better way to share God's love?  For more 
information on this and upcoming events, email 
Jessica Cantley at jesscant@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Extended Pre-marital Counseling  
The second Wednesday evening of every 
month between February and June, the pastor 
will be leading extended pre-marital counseling 
sessions in the Schell House.  All sessions will 
begin at 6:30, except for a 7:30 March session 
scheduled around the Lent soup suppers.   
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Homecoming Celebration 
Old and new friends and family joined us for 
this year’s Homecoming, which was followed 
by a feast in the Nelker building.  Thank you to 
all for chipping in and making this a 
celebration to remember.    
 

Parent’s Night Out a Success 
On Saturday, December 6th, Old Otterbein 
hosted its first Parent's Night Out for 
neighborhood families.  Twenty-six children 
signed up to join members of our church in 
various activities.  Members Kate Hodge, 
Jessica Cantley, John and Rebecca Carney, 
Holly Roberts, and Bob and Regi Isenhart, as 
well as Pastor Mernie, spent 3 hours 
entertaining our young guests with crafts and 
games.  All of the parents were very grateful 
for the time.  Please look for announcements to 
come for our next event this spring.  
 

Thanks from… 
The Reverends Sarah Mount-Elewononi and 
Jung Kim sincerely thank our congregation for 
hosting them in the Schell House during their 
January conference.   
 

In Memory of… 
 The following members have recently passed 
away:  Betty Harryman; Hilda Gesell; William 
Joynes.  We give thanks for their time with us.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Members  
We are pleased to share that Gwen Calhoon, 
Joanna Glor, Alie Smith, and Jason Smith have 
joined us in membership.   
 

Congratulations to…. 
Jon Kucskar and Emily Levenson for their 
engagement.    
 

Weddings 
We rejoice with those who have been married 
at Old Otterbein recently… 
Nov 22     Scott Stephens and Amy DeZern 
Dec 20      Michael Ciresi and Kimberly Marth 
 
 

Tour Guide---give it a try  
Fall and spring are the seasons for tours.  In 
2007 we had 700 people visit, and in 2008 we 
had over 752!  The pastor and three individuals 
have been leading the majority of these groups 
and would really welcome help in this area.  If 
you have any interest, don’t let shyness 
overcome you.  Guides are given a three-page 
tour brief they can use (reading it to the group 
is fine!), and Pastor Mernie can lead you 
through trial runs/have you watch tours if you 
feel timid.  When questions come up that you 
can’t answer, it is fine to say “I don’t know”.  
This is actually a fun way to share our heritage 
and love of Christ.  Come try something new. 
  


